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the great truths imbedded in the Vedas. They have
neither nominative nor verb, and so intent were the
writers of them on eliminating every unnecessary word,
that a Hindu proverb says that ' a writer of Sutras
would rather give one of his sons than add a syllable
to his Sutra'.

Because of their almost enigmatical brevity the
Vedanta Sutras offer a rich field for the commentator,
and three great Hindu philosophers, Sankara, Rama-
nuja, and Madhva, wrote elaborate commentaries upon
them. in his morning talks the Swami would take up
first one of these commentaries, then another, show-
ing how each commentator was guilty of twisting the
meaning of the Sutras to meet his own particular view,
and would read in the aphorism whatever would best
substantiate his own interpretation. The Swami often
pointed out to us how old is the bad habit of ' text-
torturing '.

Thus it was that in these lessons the point of view
presented was sometimes that of pure dualism as re-
presented by Madhva, while on another day it was
that of the qualified non-dualism taught by Ramanuja.
known as Visishtadvaita. Most frequently, however,"
the monistic commentary of Sankara was taken up ;

but because of his subtlety he was more difficult to